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It has been rumored for an early peri-
od, tha: Braddock had keen shot hv has
men. More recently it has been stated
by one who could not be mistaken, that
in the course of the battle, Braddock or-
dered the: provincial troops to form .a
column. They, however, adhered tr
the Ind ?n mode cf firing severlly f rom
the shelter of the trees. Bradock in his
Venation, rode up to a young man by the
name of Fawcett, l with his sword rash-
ly cut him down. Thomas Fawcett, a
brother of the killed, soon learned his
fate, ar.d watching his opportunity, re-

venged his brother's blood, by hortinr
Braddock throuh the body, of V7hi:h
wound he died. Thom3s Fawcett U
now or was latlv, living near Laurel
Hill. He is now 97 years of age.

if carelessly in search of jomc one, on
whom to lay what, as his manner seemed
to indicate, he thought a hopeless task,
when an old gentleman, whose presence
amid the throng had not been noticed,
rose and introduced himself as Mr. ,
an eminent lawyer of the city. The
court bowed respectfully, and a look of
astonishment was visible on every face
when he asked the privilage of acting as
the defendant's counsel.

It was granted, however, unhesitating-
ly, and he resumed his seat. When the
witnesses had been heaid cn the side of
the prosecution he rose and addressed
the court. He r ecollected the prisoner;
he remembered, that on the night on
which tl c cvidtiicc went to fix the mur-dtr- ,

he had employed the prisoner in
the capacity ot a guide, and was con-ducte- d

by him over the ford; that be
missed his wav, and ciid not reach the
lower ford to which he intended to go,
hut travelled hv another way to tlie citv.
In regard to the hones found, he had
two evidences to prove, he said, that the.

very physician who pronounced them
human and of five year's decay, and who
was a hitter enemy of the defendant,
had j Izued tlTm there himself; that they
had tor many years before 4tcked a
corner ot his sUidv. The hist was a bey
who assisted in placing thertn there, and
the second was the aperture in the tree
itself, which M the entrance was not
more than five inches in diameter, and
utterly incapable of admit tin pj a human
bod. He sat down nivler acclamations
ot astnnibhment: the proof went n, ihe
defendant ws acquiud without an ar-

gument, and the corrupt and revengeful
phy sician just escaped from the village
time enough to save his neck.

This U the storv of the blasted tree.
Itlv.sa moral. . II w dangerous is su-perstiti- or!

h'7 carefully should circum-
stantial evidence b examined, and how
cautiously weighec'! how false and how-decepti- ve

the idea, that what is general-
ly believed is infallibly the right!

despair, mingled with the roar of the wa-

terfall; and more than once discovered
symptoms in the dusky'room that spoke
death without.

Luit the woodman was in the village
before sunrise; he repeated that he had
put the stranger safely across the ford,
and left him to pursue his journey,
Suspition was hushed for the moment,
for the character of the young man was
good: the traveller wa3 known to have
monev, but he had been called down the
river on business of such urgent impor-
tance, that it was necessary for him to
reach the lo er ford that night, and he
had with difficulty picvailed on Hurlbut
to accompany him to western road Who
the stranger was, none knew, and thus
tar all was fair- - But he never reached
the ford, and no trace was heard of him
tiom thrU night. Surpition was once
more awakened, Hurlbut maii.taiued,
when que.-tione-d on the subject, a guard-
ed and srornful filenee- - The fortune
tellers were con-ulle- d, and they arfathe-me-e- d

the woodman. Sifjns were attend-
ed to with all the formality of judicial in-epiir- y,

and these condemned the
unf.M tunatc oung man.

When punc came, it was discovered
that a larr ak tre, celebrated fir its
age and majesty, did not put forth a leaf,
it ltw ar a h road wfiicti led to the
river b. low the t Jl; - as no other cause
could lie .ed lor it blighted appear-
ance, it was attributed to one which now
met th- - popular su-piei- on among tlie
Germans. They calhd it the blasted
tr ( ; at d located the place where the
strainer's blood was -- bed beneath it 3

branches. Withered by the hot breath
(f murder, tney declared it would bloom
again v herev r the murderer should be
brou-i- it to ju-tir- e, and his blood sprink-
led on it- - d; v roots.

Five ar- - had passed away, and old
impression, and vague suspicions ttrew
s'roneer as ars dt partod : - Hurli)ut
was wow Mirnainded by a young and de-

pendent fin but super-fitio- n had fix-

ed an ind 1 :!" maik on his character,
and he w .- - i Unwed by the eve of jeal-
ousy, w hn n watched his actions, hii
ceuuteran' and his words, while it
shunned hi- - The man be-

came re-tb-- s. ,,,d unhappy; he felt sensi-

bly the weight of a sallied reputation,
and though fie had disregarded it or
many ye ars, he h.-ga- to -- ink under its
influence into moicseness and disquie-
tude.

About this time, Feme huntsmen, in
the pursuit of g,,me which load shelter-
ed in the b! -t. d tree, cut it down, and
lo! from the trunk fell the withered
bones of human ba ing; they were ex-
amined by an anatomist, and were de-
clared to be the perfect parts of the
skeleton of a rmit,, h iiifhH
might have been placed there 4 or 5
years before. An opening in the trunk,
some distance rYom tb giound confirm-
ed the probability of the story. The
Germans and their neighbors caught it
up eagerly, and the fate of the unfortun-
ate woodman soenvd fix-'d- . He fled
the storm he t.,vs gathering; but in a
month returned ar.il surrendered him-- t

elf up lor trial.
The excitement ei the populace ran

high and .as the da fixed for his trial
drew near, the hopes ef t j - acquittal van-
ished. The mas, cf the people were
sure of his guilt. at.4 they collected the
evidence against him with an activity
and z- - al which sevoured rather of the
spirit of bitter persecution than of a love
of ustiee. I b ave the reader to imagine
for himself the feelings of a tender wife,
and six destitute little children, as thev
looked forward through the gatharinij
cloud to the day th.it was to fix his des-

tiny, while I hasten to the crowded
court-room- , and the solemn arraignment
of the husband aud father for the crime
of mu rder.

The prisoner stood pale and dejected,
but and resigned, at the bar, and
answered with a calm and steady voice,
"Not Guilty,' to the charge. He vras
asked if he had counsel. He answered
in the negative and requested that as.is'
tance might he assigned him. The
j'j .'e c-'-i- l;i3 eyes around the court, 33
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The'itflEKTv Gazette' will printed r v-
oir it'irjTv. on :i rv;d ?het t, nt ONK DOLLAR
and FIFTY CKNTS Y.r 52 n irnb r, if paM v iti.
in one month aft r snb-r- ; with tl.e ul.'iti'Hi
of twenty. tive cents for every tr.rt; mend.- - ilfl.iy
an ravn.fiit.

F.imTitin aiivnTi-- e Icinc to t'.o interest of
l:oth pirtio. h ot rr i oir: ted .

No paper will r.-- tliem. tinned mtil nil nrre:r-ace- s

are paid, n:il-.- e at the option of the editor.-- .

No nb-or- ir tion v.i'I be tak n fir a shorter )'r
7tc than lw lv- - jn :i ti. cnl - raid in advance.

A failure to notifv a die-:ti'Hi;u"- f at the end
cf the time ciib-.Tibr- d for, v. ill re considered .1

-- f.v ciTi't mrrst
If rit bv private pcct. there vlll he an addi-

tional char ce of fifty cert- - per "nnurn.

a i ) v r n ti s r .M ex ts
Containing tuidvo - or ! -- -. wiil he inr.

!.! thrf-- tin c-
- f r One IMi ir, ar i T wt :i v -- f e

?f r.t- - for fery t'.t-f.r-K tit i:st ruon kujeer oias
;a ll.t -- .tine proporto-i- .

fc-- The following articles of country
produce u ill be received in parment of
subscription, if delivered before the ex-

piration of the vcar.
Wheat, rye, corn, barley, whiskey,

Sees-wa- x, tallow, suar. fowdinen, lin-?- v,

feathers, wool, gin-an- g, rag?, .

Prcrn. fe Trrn!- - Kmpor:vm.
THE BLASTED TREE.

'! rr.irkM the mr; and blv-U,- ) oak.
Cer. bv t!.r hv. ! ;l ,r'j5lo.'l.w its 'tt"i ;rc"i rnnrh to r"t.

Ana all its i'r.rivtiird rr.5 were Lure. '
It was a piercing niqht in winter, and

sor.q the rounded hills toward Clifton
rr.t-adows- , below Aylesbury, tlie moon-

light sparkled on the bright aud thickly
crusted snows with peculiar splendor
Far ctf. the faint but perpetual roar of
the icy river was heard, and the daik
f, rests beyond it were dimlv seen in the
distance, like a heavy cloud in the west-
ern horizon. The intermediate country
presented only a few solitary trees, and
tav; that here and there a rugid roupe
of ovci irrown shrbbery was seen above
the snows, one wide and va t uncultivat-f- d

waste appeared It was a riht in

"'nchthe fancv of an honest (iermtn
could not fail to cor jure up a thou -- and
phantoms ; his shrieking ghosts cried from
ihe crevices of tverv sapless !ree; his
britches rode on the pale nteonli'it beams
:n the distant and scarcely perceptible
rrist that spread a thin veil over the beau-
ts! i! stars; and the wandering sp rit of
departed friend-peepe- d like premature re
urrectionits from behind cverv thicket.

Ti:e hour ofeb-ve-
n had drawn nicrh, d

ne watchful tarniiv that inhabited the
crazy cabin on the border of thi bar-
ren country had extincui-he- d their bla-i'.in- g;

pine light?, binitd tip their fi res, and
epnnkled over the smcking ashes the
ep'jonful of salt, the tnntric viitties of
T.hich dispersed the t,rh ;tlv train, and
ensured them a peacelul rest, when two
travellers passed u!"ng tlie broken road
that leads from the village toward the
fjrd above the falls. Or.r bore the ap-

pearance of an old man, infirm with age;
I.o broad brimmed hat hid his face, hut
peane thin, grev locks waved around his
shoulders, and he leaned forward on his

jaded hcrse like one suffering with fati-

gue or decripitude, behind him was tlie

appendage of a stranger, a large black
portmanteau, which -- willed with the
treasure it contained. The other was
an athletic young man, whom the good
people distinguished to he a hardy wood-

man, who sometimes acted as a guide to
travellers, and sometime-- , for he had

fome science, run out pattcnted lands,
and was. vs ithal, better acquainted with
the country than any man in it. He led
the man's horse eemetimc aud sometimes
ran before to break the roayl
The cottagers thought they discovered
traits of mystery in this: and as every
thing that partook of mystery boded mis-

chief according to their conceptions, they
followed the midnight travellers across
the barren witUjheir eyes, until they
tlisappearcd, a.nd then lay several anx-

ious hours dreaming of mufdir4.aiid rob-her- y,

and blood More- thaivojejfT'ty
t h 0 : g h t I h e h e a r c! & n p; tVc ?rfg c r v 1 f

f
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From the 7Vrntsn Lv:i)zri:iTLm
I DIDN' T THINK.

A sprghtly little girl who occasiorjaliv
entertains me with her prattle, has often
amused me by the readiness with which
to every chance cf misconduct, she fur-

nishes this brief excuse. She erred al-w:-
?vs

through inadvertency She diJnt
t'ih:k It is a child's excuse but hour
many of us are children n this particu-
lar.

Close and habitual thicking ;s the
foundation ot all prosperity. There is
no business no pursuit; no situation in
life, that does not require this constant
operation of the mind whatever 15

thoughtlessly done is lil done. A littles
observation v. ill convince anv man that
a well regulated, close calculating man
is seldom fouud on the shady side ejf
the hill. While a great many of thess
whom misfoitunf had overtaken hive
done things for which the only excuse
thev can offer is T:ivy didix1 1 ihir.k

We had once a friend a tolerahlv
sensible sort of a man, one who took the;
world very easy, and made hirmelf as
happv as possible. lie was a merchant
with a good capital and good credit. He
bought largely, trusted freely, seldom
troubled his debtors, and detested dun-
ning his great ohvect seemed to be to
sell. But his creditors troubled him.
And when his busM-es- s came to be clos-

ed, it seemed wonderful that a man of
so much sense, should have travelled so
directly to poverty. How did vou ex-

pect, said one of h'j creditors to him, to
ever pay your debts, when you never
looked after your dues when you did
so wide a busines-.?- , Ah said he, 1 didn't
tfihd-- .

He never recollected that to sell was
the smallest part of a trader's business.
All are not fools that do toolish things

the wisest men are sorre'imes caught
:n the silliest acts, simp'y for want of
proper reflection.

Of that class of men who are in the?
habit of getting their wisdom by expe-licuu- c,

ilit. ic j t milo this mis-
take thry duhit think- -. -- and their mis-
fortune are traced to this source. A sin-

gle thoughtless moment is sometimes fa-

tal' I have known a fine fortune ruined
by a simple endorsement, the work of
less than a minute; a house burned by
carelessly snuffing a candle; a life of em-
barrassment produced by a bargain,
ma re in a few moments at a casual meet-
ing. And ruin comes cftenrr this wav
than by shipwreck, or the torch of an ia-cendi-

ary,

or the changes of time.
What gray headed man has Uoked

from the last stage of life over the his-

tory of his earlier times, an J recollected
no losses occasioned by thoughtlessness.
It is the language of every man lan-

guage which you daily and hourly hear-I- n

this and that trans ction, I might
have done better but I didn't think.

Slanderers. Vice hath not a more ab-

ject slave; society produces not a more o-di- ous

vermin; nor can the devil receive
a guest more worthey of him, nor possi-
bly more welcome to him, than a slan-
derer. That person whose fiend like
disposition Would lead him to defame the
finile charactor, is a fit subject for

stratagem & strife": and Shak-spe3- re

has truly remarked, That he
who steals my purse, steals trash;" but
that who filches from me my good
name, robs me of that which net enri- -
TMf him tint iri i n m r- - 1 If

UK MIDOCK'S FIELD.
Nine miles above Pittsburgh, and im-mrdtat-

rly

u; o the bank cf the Munon-gahel- a

river, is the celebrated ba'.tle
ground called "Braddock ts Field.1' It
is famous for thr destruction of an army
intended to capture Fort Duquesne,
crush the extending power of Frances,
and control the Indians en cur western
border. Here Washington fought and
Buddork fell. On this -- pot fifty French-
men and L) ir.dians destroyed the forty-nint- h

h fifty -- first regiments of hritsh reg-
ulars, thoutii aid: d by a number ot pro-
vincial troops. The battle wis
on the afternoon of the 9th July. 1705.
Seventy years h; e passed away, and the
crumblinc hones of men and horses are
cfr. ; trtv field for a miie in

mary years they were shrouded by
a mourning wildernrss of shadowy
woods, but this has yielded to the busy
axe, and the plough annually driven

the sculls ef the slain and the
bones of the brave. Kich harvest wave
over fields fertilised by the blood and
bodies of a thousand unhurried men.
The partridges whistle ami the reaper
Rings on the spot where the cries of mor-
tal anguish told the dread revelry of
battle. vIvas heie the wi'd whoop of
fierce savage quelled the rallying crv of
Europe's warrious. 'Twas here that
they drove the ruthless tomahawk deep
in the crushed skull of the vanquished,
and with yelling joy tore the scalp from
the head of the feeble and the wounded,
the dead and the dying.

The retreating survivors carried their
wounded genaral with them until he died.
He was buried about 4') miles from the
battle ground in the centr of the road has
advancing army had cut. To prevent
the r'.iscovery of this, soldiers, horses and
waggons were passed over it, to save the
body savage dishonor, by thus concealing
the trace of its interment. Some of Brad-dock- 's

aflectonate soldiers so marked the
trees Hearth", spot where he was laid, that
the recollections of those who visited the
west many years after could point to the
exact placeof his interment, now emphat-
ically termed Braddock's grave. It is
close to the northern side of the national
read seven miles eaat of Union town,


